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ABOUT SANDALL
A BRIEF SANDALL HISTORY

BY JUNE F. MAC LEOD

In 1973, when I began my career as a law librarian in San Diego, the nearest professional law
librarian association (SCALL) was centered in Los Angeles. Itwas inconvenient for those few of
us law librarians in San Diego to attend meetings or network with colleagues (these were the days
before e-mail and list servs). Consequently, I would try to get four or five of us together for
occasional lunch meetings. We used this opportunity to exchange duplicates, keep up with the
news in the local libraries, and share new ideas for managing information. Some of us were also
active in the San Diego Chapter of the Special Libraries Association since it was the only local link
to professionallibrarianship. As the group began to grow, we would hold meetings, usually at Gray
Cary, that would include guest speakers discussing an area of law or a topic germane to law
librarians.

In 1984, when our group had increased in size, Jim Werner, the County Law Librarian, and I
queried the membership on whether or not we should consider becoming a separate chapter of
AALL. The membership, at that time, did not want the responsibility and work that would be
required of a formal organization. We continued as we were until around 1990 when some
members brought up the question of becoming a separate chapter from SCALL. Others within the
group preferred the status quo. A committee was formed to discuss this issue. Itwas decided, to
appease both sides, to create a more formalized organization without becoming a chapter. The first
step would be to develop some bylaws for the new entity.

In 1991, Nanna Frye hosted a bylaws committee consisting of Michael White, Larry Dershem,
Mary Lynn Hyde, Diane Garcia, Linda Weathers, Margaret McDonald, Carolyn Vega, Joan
Allen-Hart, Saw Ch'ng and me. We decided to create a council with representation from law firms
(2 members), government (2 members) and academic (I member). The bylaws were very similar to
SCALL's. In fact, the name of our newly formed group was SCALL-San Diego. (When SCALL
voiced some concerns over our use of their name, we changed our name to San Diego Area Law
Libraries (SANDALL». Elections were held. Our first official council began in September
1991with Joan Allen-Hart, Saw Ch'ng, Diane Garcia, Linda Weathers and me, serving as chair.
Other members that served during the first few years included Mary Lynn Hyde, Becky Young,
Karla Castetter and Larry Dershem. Nanna Frye would come to the council meetings as an advisor
when we had bylaws questions.

With dedication and determination, we produced several workshops for the business and legal
community (even providing MCLE credit). We also started a newspaper column in the San Diego
Daily Transcript called Off the Shelf and generated good public relations for law librarians by
insuring our SANDALL activities were mentioned in the legal newspapers. In addition, we held
regular meetings for the full group and monthly meetings for the law firm librarians. We generated
a monthly newsletter with a calendar of activities and events. When we started the council, we had
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no treasury. By the time I left the council, in 1993, we had over $900 in the treasury due to the hard
work of all the council members and the support of our SANDALL membership. Itwas exciting to
see the group grow from 4-5 law librarians in 1973 into such a large professional organization.
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